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With ex-military soldiers, adventurers and mountaineers on our

books, all with their own personal stories of facing challenges and

accomplishing achievements, our inspirational speakers encourage

audiences to believe that it is possible to overcome personal and

work-related problems with the right attitude, the will to succeed, and

a good strategy.

Whether the problem is morale, sales, leadership or teamwork, we

can curate a talk for any event, on any topic.

We can incorporate a keynote speaker into any corporate team-

building day. They are also available to book individually for your

corporate, industry and public sector events. Please contact the team

for quotes and availability.
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Bear Grylls is one of the most recognized faces of survival and outdoor adventure. 

His journey to this acclaim started when his late-father taught him to climb and sail. 

Trained from a young age in martial arts, Bear went on to spend three years as a soldier 

in the British Special Forces, serving with 21 SAS. His service ended when he broke three 

vertebrae in a free fall parachuting accident. Undeterred, he achieved a childhood dream 

just 18 months later when he summited Mount Everest.

His time in the SAS enabled him to perfect many of the skills that his fans enjoy watching 

him pit against mother-nature. His TV show ‘Man Vs Wild’ (known as ‘Born Survivor’ in the 

UK) became one of the most watched programmes with an estimated audience of 1.2 

billion. He then progressed to US Network TV, hosting the hit adventure show ‘Running 

Wild’. Most notably, US President Barack Obama asked to appear on the show for a 

worldwide ‘Running Wild Special’.

Bear also hosts the BAFTA-winning ‘The Island’, ITV's ‘Mission Survive’, CITV’s ‘Bear 

Grylls Survival School’, and a hit prime time Chinese adventure show called ‘Survivor 

Games’.

Bear’s accomplishments continue with currently being the youngest ever Chief Scout to 

the UK Scout Association and is an honorary Colonel to the Royal Marine Commandos. 

He has also authored 18 books including the international number one bestselling 

autobiography: ‘Mud, Sweat & Tears’, and hugely popular titles such as ‘Survival Guide for 

Life & True Grit’, and his ‘Mission Survival’ fiction books.

Bear is a frequent guest speaker at events and often gives talks on leadership, inspiration, 

overcoming adversity, motivation and teamwork. 



events@beargryllssurvivalacademy.com   |  T: 01483 424 438

Scott has been involved in teaching, training and guiding for over 27 years in subjects 

ranging from self-defence to mountaineering. Not only is he Bear Grylls’s second-in-

command, he is also an integral part of the Survival Academy, as the Project Development 

Manager and Lead Instructor.

His skill-base formed its foundations when he served as a Commando in the Royal 

Marines seeing active service around the globe. He became a Physical Training Instructor, 

responsible for training Royal Marine Commando recruits in specialist amphibious 

operations, unarmed combat, abseiling and adventurous training.

After leaving the Royal Marines he joined the Police Service and soon fulfilled many roles 

as a Police Recruit Tutor, Self-Defence Instructor, a PSU Instructor (Riot Control), and as 

part of numerous Specialist Police Support teams. During this period, Scott continued to 

climb and led numerous adventurous expeditions all over the world in environments such 

as the Jungle, Desert, Arctic and Antarctic. Four full winters spent mountain training in 

Norway, sixteen seasons in the European Alps skiing and climbing, working in the 

Himalaya, USA, China, and Russia, and almost a year living and working in Antarctica 

speak for themselves.

Over the last 12 years he has been working on British TV as a motivational expert for 

BBC1, BBC2 and ITV, as well as putting his adventure experience to work as a high ropes 

technician, crew safety supervisor, survival expert, adventurous activity coordinator and 

specialist logistics coordinator on shows such as ‘Born Survivor/Man vs Wild’, ‘Running 

Wild’, and ‘Britain’s Biggest Adventures’. More recently Scott featured alongside Bear on 

ITV’s ‘Mission Survive’ and the ‘Bear Grylls Survival School’ series on CITV.

Scott specialises in giving talks on risk management, leadership, motivation, personal 

development, team performance and resilience.
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Joe is a true survivor. Having joined the Royal Marines at the age of 18 as a career 

soldier, and serving 2 tours of Afghanistan, he was shot by a sniper whilst on patrol. The 

bullet fragmented inside his left leg, half of it ripping through a main artery, the other half 

exiting through the leg. Joe woke up from a coma 3 weeks later, and told the doctors to 

amputate his leg to preserve his quality of life.

After 9 years of service and more than 2 years of intensive rehabilitation, including 

learning how to walk again with a prosthesis, he was discharged from the Royal Marines. 

Despite excellent resettlement and help from the military, Joe was lacking purpose, 

direction and motivation for the first time in his adult life. Since then, Joe has become a 

professional sprint kayaker, fitness trainer and a performance coach, using neuro-

linguistic programming to optimise his clients’ performance. Most importantly, Joe is an 

integral member of the core Bear Grylls Survival Academy team, having come through the 

ranks of the Instructors Academy, and is now a senior instructor travelling the globe 

training and developing locations for our courses.

In the Marines, Joe was trained in Tactical Questioning and Psychological Operations 

(hearts and minds). This consisted of learning everything about your target enemy: their 

beliefs, likes, dislikes, strengths, weaknesses, and vulnerabilities. 

He now gives talks on how to apply this to business strategies, and most importantly, how 

to understand your competition.
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Yet another survivor, John has witnessed a number of wartime conflicts having served in 

the Parachute Regiment since he was 17 years old. 

John served in Northern Ireland, Iraq and Afghanistan. His unit became the main task 

force into Afghanistan’s Helmand Province in the Summer of 2006, receiving a brief: “You 

won’t all be returning.” The task force went into areas that Westerners had never been 

before, and tried to integrate with the local population. Intense fighting shortly erupted with 

bombs, small arms, mines and even bayonets being used during the tour. After a long 

period on the ground, John became isolated in an area for several days and suffered 

serious injuries during battle that prevented him being able to walk. He was eventually 

CASEVAC’d and brought to the base hospital, only for mortar fire to begin on the hospital 

and surrounding areas, causing devastation. This active tour resulted with many honours 

being won by his unit, 3 Para, including a posthumous Victoria Cross.

Upon leaving the Parachute Regiment, John struggled with civilian life, moving from job-

to-job, whilst trying to support his young family. Staying positive, he trained as a tree 

surgeon and became a proficient tree climber, working for different companies building his 

skill in the trade. He worked hard to create his own successful company and a few years 

later joined The Bear Grylls Survival Academy where he now works on all events from 

Corporate Events, 24hr Courses, and Extreme Courses as well as abroad. John is also a 

key member of Bear Grylls’ Safety Team on TV productions.

John often gives talks on the importance of humour and positive attitudes, particularly in 

the face of adversity.
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Chris’s extraordinary experiences of surviving in the most hostile environments and 

breaking world records started at the age of 20, when he joined the British Army as a 

Royal Military Policeman. As a freshly-qualified Close Protection Operator, he found 

himself in Baghdad evading insurgent ambushes and deadly roadside bombs tasked with 

the protection of senior British officials. 

Shortly after, Chris joined the Royal Marines’ infamous 45 Commando unit as a 

Department Operations Manager. Tracing its roots back to the original Commandos of 

World War 2, this unique group earns its nickname as the Brigade’s ‘Cold-Weather 

Commando’ through its deep knowledge of mountain and cold-weather warfare. Over the 

two busy years he was with the 45, he learnt to embrace life in the savage jungles of West 

Africa, blistering temperatures of the Californian Mojave desert and extreme cold peaks of 

the Scottish highlands.

Some 12 years after joining the military, Chris finally listened to a deep-seated calling to 

expedition medicine. During this transition, he joined the BBC’s prestigious High Risk 

Operations team; the men and women responsible for planning, facilitating and supporting 

media operations in the planet’s most hostile and volatile environments.

Outside of his military pursuits, Chris gained a taste for adventure, endurance and 

challenge. He’s completed the UK’s Ironman ultra-triathlon twice, set a world record in 

2016 for completing the London Marathon whilst wearing a 100lb backpack, and rowed 

3500 miles with 3 other teammates to fundraise for two charities close to his heart. 

His talks are focussed on how to turn plans into action, and advising on how to operate in 

extreme conditions.
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In 2001 as a Junior Royal Commando Officer in the Marines, Jim attempted an unclimbed 

mountain route on an Alaskan summit. It was the perfect opportunity into professional 

adventure but fate had other plans.

Jim fell 1000 feet resulting in two broken legs, a critically injured climbing partner, and an 

epic remote rescue. A lengthy and emotional recovery followed for him and his family, 

electing to amputate a mangled ankle, and learning to walk again. Against the odds, Jim  

regained his Green beret as an amputee to continue to lead Commandos. 

He led teams at the Commando Training Centre, delivering Royal Marines to operational 

theatres around the world. He became instrumental in delivering unique and specialist 

recovery programs, using adventure to engage the physical and psychological recovery in 

wounded Marines.

Delivering this program and enduring the challenge and rigor of learning to walk again 

taught Jim the values of team work, leadership, resilience and cheerfulness in the face of 

adversity. Through this, Jim found his niche - guiding and inspiring determined people to 

overcome adversity, and through his work, he was picked to be one of the 2012 London 

Olympic Torch Bearers. 

Leading with unique insight, resilience and innovation has become a driving passion, and 

Jim’s talks often centre on these pivotal motifs.
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All prices for speakers are upon request.

Please email the address below with details of your chosen speaker and any further

requirements you may need from us.

We look forward to hearing from you.


